Fort Mountain State Park
By: Andrew Keith
Troop Historian

	On the weekend of May 3rd and May 4, 2008 Troop 434 went on a hike to Fort Mountain State Park, Chatsworth, Georgia, in the North Georgia Mountains.  There were 5 scouts in attendance: Andrew Keith, Michael Wieland, Ted Dickerson, Jonathan Kina and Joshua Montgomery.
	On the morning of May 3rd we left the All Saints Scout Hut at 8:00am and arrived at the park around 11:30.  When we arrived we had two options/two trails we could take to get to our campsite.  There was a seven mile trail and a one mile trail.  Due to the rain and the wet weather we elected to go on the on short one mile trail called.  When we arrived at our campsite we pitched our tents in the rain, hung a tarp to keep our gear dry and headed off a trail that would lead us up to the top of the mountain. 
	When we arrived at the top of the mountain you couldn’t see a thing.  The clouds were very low covering the top of the mountain.  We were up on the mountain for a few minutes and decided since there was nothing to see we would go back down the mountain.  When we arrived at our campsite we worked on a few requirements for First and Second Class rank.  We worked on making a fire, (Andrew and Ted did not complete) the knots: two half hitch and the taut line.  After we worked on the requirements we decided to eat an early dinner.  The scouts had quesadillas, Mr. Cerbone had macaroni and cheese and Mr. Montgomery had Pasta with vegetables.
	After we had finished eating dinner we went down to the creek and purified water so we could drink it.  While at the creek Mr. Cerbone yelled at us and told us the campsite was a mess and needed to be cleaned up.  Once we finished cleaning up, the adults made a fire, told us to collect wood to keep it going.  It never happened, so we had nothing to do but go to sleep. I tented with Ted and Joshua and Michael tented with Jonathan.  As a result of not collecting wood we ended up going to bed at 9:00pm and woke up at 6:45am, which was to early for Mr. Montgomery. 
	Leaving was quick and easy.  We had dry cereal for breakfast, which required no cooking.  We were off and down our one mile trek at about 8:30, arrived at the car at 9:00-9:15am and were back at the scout hut at 11:35.  I had a great 1st time at Fort Mountain.  



image1.png




